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Filling a niche in the geomorphology teaching market, this introductory book is built around a

12 week course in fluvial geomorphology.‘Reading the landscape’ entails making sense of

what a riverscape looks like, how it works, how it has evolved over time, and how alterations to

one part of a catchment may have secondary consequences elsewhere, over different

timeframes. These place-based field analyses are framed within their topographic, climatic and

environmental context. Issues and principles presented in the first part of this book provide

foundational understandings that underpin the approach to reading the landscape that is

presented in the second half of the book. In reading the landscape, detective-style

investigations and interpretations are tied to theoretical and conceptual principles to generate

catchment-specific analyses of river character, behaviour and evolution, including responses to

human disturbance. This book has been constructed as an introductory text on river

landscapes, providing a bridge and/or companion to quantitatively-framed or modelled

approaches to landscape analysis that are addressed elsewhere. Key principles outlined in the

book emphasise the importance of complexity, contingency and emergence in interpreting the

character, behaviour and evolution of any given system.The target audience is second and

third year undergraduate students in geomorphology, hydrology, earth science and

environmental science, as well as river practitioners who use geomorphic understandings to

guide scientific and/or management applications.The primary focus of Kirstie and Gary’s

research and teaching entails the use of geomorphic principles as a tool with which to develop

coherent scientific understandings of river systems, and the application of these

understandings in management practice. Kirstie and Gary are co-developers of the River

Styles® Framework and Short Course that is widely used in river management, decision-

making and training.Additional resources for this book can be found at: www.wiley.com/go/fryirs/

riversystems.

“Recommended readings for each chapter complement the bibliography and enhance the

book's overall value. Summing Up: Highly recommended. Upper-division undergraduates,

graduate students, and professionals/practitioners.” (Choice, 1 August 2013)--This text refers to

the hardcover edition.From the Inside Flap‘Reading the landscape’ entails making sense of

what a riverscape looks like, how it works, how it has evolved over time, and how alterations to

one part of a catchment may have secondary consequences elsewhere, over different

timeframes. These place-based field analyses are framed within their topographic, climatic and

environmental context. Issues and principles presented in the first part of this book provide

foundational understandings that underpin the approach to reading the landscape that is

presented in the second half of the book. In reading the landscape, detective-style

investigations and interpretations are tied to theoretical and conceptual principles to generate

catchment-specific analyses of river character, behaviour and evolution, including responses to

human disturbance. This book has been constructed as an introductory text on river

landscapes, providing a bridge and/or companion to quantitatively-framed or modelled

approaches to landscape analysis that are addressed elsewhere. Key principles outlined in the

book emphasise the importance of complexity, contingency and emergence in interpreting the

character, behaviour and evolution of any given system.The target audience is second and

third year undergraduate students in geomorphology, hydrology, earth science and



environmental science, as well as river practitioners who use geomorphic understandings to

guide scientific and/or management applications.The primary focus of Kirstie and Gary’s

research and teaching entails the use of geomorphic principles as a tool with which to develop

coherent scientific understandings of river systems, and the application of these

understandings in management practice. Kirstie and Gary are co-developers of the River

Styles® Framework and Short Course that is widely used in river management, decision-

making and training.--This text refers to the hardcover edition.From the Back Cover‘Reading

the landscape’ entails making sense of what a riverscape looks like, how it works, how it has

evolved over time, and how alterations to one part of a catchment may have secondary

consequences elsewhere, over different timeframes. These place-based field analyses are

framed within their topographic, climatic and environmental context. Issues and principles

presented in the first part of this book provide foundational understandings that underpin the

approach to reading the landscape that is presented in the second half of the book. In reading

the landscape, detective-style investigations and interpretations are tied to theoretical and

conceptual principles to generate catchment-specific analyses of river character, behaviour

and evolution, including responses to human disturbance.This book has been constructed as

an introductory text on river landscapes, providing a bridge and/or companion to quantitatively-

framed or modelled approaches to landscape analysis that are addressed elsewhere. Key

principles outlined in the book emphasise the importance of complexity, contingency and

emergence in interpreting the character, behaviour and evolution of any given system.The

target audience is second and third year undergraduate students in geomorphology, hydrology,

earth science and environmental science, as well as river practitioners who use geomorphic

understandings to guide scientific and/or management applications.The primary focus of

Kirstie and Gary’s research and teaching entails the use of geomorphic principles as a tool

with which to develop coherent scientific understandings of river systems, and the application

of these understandings in management practice. Kirstie and Gary are co-developers of the

River Styles® Framework and Short Course that is widely used in river management, decision-

making and training.--This text refers to the hardcover edition.About the AuthorKirstie Fryirs is

a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Environment and Geography at Macquarie University in

Sydney, Australia. She has worked extensively on river systems in Australia. Her research

focuses on geomorphic river evolution, post-European disturbance responses, sediment

budgets and connectivity, and geoecology. Her research is used extensively in river

management practice.Gary Brierley is Chair of Physical Geography in the School of

Environment at the University of Auckland, New Zealand. Building upon his geomorphic

research on river systems in western Canada, Australia and New Zealand, his recent work has

been undertaken in western China and parts of South America. His research interests also

include concerns for environmental justice, transitional practices in river science and

management, and emerging approaches to environmental governance.--This text refers to the

hardcover edition.Review“Recommended readings for each chapter complement the

bibliography and enhance the book's overall value. Summing Up: Highly recommended. Upper-

division undergraduates, graduate students, and professionals/practitioners.” (Choice, 1 August

2013)--This text refers to the digital edition.Read more
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Eager: The Surprising, Secret Life of Beavers and Why They Matter

Another Weasley, “Excellent introductory textbook. Chances are if you are reading this review

you know something or you want to know something about rivers. This is a textbook which is

probably aimed at undergraduate students as an introductory test to river environments.

However, it is well written so people with no background in geography will be able to

understand it. I think it is a really useful book and will help with physical geographers and those

with an interest in hydrology. I particularly liked the chapter on human impacts on the

environment which focussed on both direct and indirect impacts on the river environment,

particularly land use change.The book is black and white which does not affect most of the

diagrams but there are some photographs which would have been better in colour. However, I

wouldn't say this is a significant issue and overall the diagrams are nice and easy to

understand. They really add to the book and make difficult concepts easier to understand.The

phrase "Don't judge a book by it's cover" is true for this book as it is certainly no beauty!

However the contents are excellent. The authors are well qualified to discuss the subject and

they do so with style. There are 15 chapters which are also further divided into subheadings.

Each chapter is also summarised with some key messages in bullet point format which helps

to reinforce the important topics. The 15 chapters are as follows:1 - Geomorphic analysis of

river systems: an approach to reading the landscape2 - Key concepts in river geomorphology3

- Catchment scale controls on river geomorphology4 - Catchment hydrology5 - Impelling and

resisting forces in river systems6 - sediment movement and deposition in river systems7 -

Channel geometry8 - Instream geomorphic units9 - Floodplain forms and processes10 - River

diversity11 - River behaviour12 - River evolution13 - Human impacts on river systems14 -

Sediment flux at the catchment scale : source-to-sink relationships15 - The usefulness of river

geomorphology: reading the landscape in practice”

Gary White, “Excellent contribution from an Australian perspective. This is not a book for the

layperson but would be of interest to the earth scientist or student, physical geographer, or

specialist in Quarternary Studies. As I teacher of earth science, rivers - past and ancient - are

very much part of our everyday language. This highly specialised book makes a strong

contribution to developments in hydrology. We start with an introduction to geomorphic

analysis, then key concepts, hydrology of the catchment, sedimentation, channel geometry,

river evolution, and human impacts. From a northern European perspective, the most

refreshing aspect of the book is that it is strongly rooted in Australia and New Zealand

examples - not surprising as both authors lecture in the Antipodes - which gives us a suite of

examples and case studies from a different perspective. At just over 300 pages, the text covers

the topics in a sufficient amount of detail to be comprehensive enough but without being too

daunting for, say, the under-graduate. Highly recommended for the subject specialist.”

Book Reader, “Good introduction. This is not a book to sit down and read to relax.. it is more of

a reference book. An introduction to the subject "Reading the landscape".For a long time since



school I have wanted to learn more about rivers systems and the like.This book helps the

reader see who a river changes over time and how these changes affect the landscape.Also

discussed is how we humans change the flow of rivers and the affect that this has on the

landscape. I found it amazing that human activity can change so much and a bit of a worry

really that we mess with rivers with perhaps not fully understanding the results of our

actions.The first part of the book gives us the basic understanding of how river systems work

the second gives an view on how the actually read the landscape.A well written - but technical

book packed with pictures.”

Mark Shackelford, “Interesting book - a bit too much for the layman. I love rivers and the

landscape so was attracted to this book to find out a bit more about how rivers are created and

how they evolve.We have some lovely ox-bow lakes near us (in the Cuckmere Valley by the

Seven Sisters) and this book goes into University level detail about the hows and

whys.Fascinating - although I have to admit to mostly browsing through and looking into detail

at the intriguing bits.If I was younger, and starting all over again, I might well have been a

Geologist - so this is an excellent overview of the sorts of things that River Geologists get

excited about.Really enjoyed the book, and the excellent diagrams (I now know what a "Reach"

is) and many black and white photos (some a bit too grainy).Not really for the non-scientist, but

well laid out, and good introduction to a fascinating science.”

Ubik, “Brilliant. `Reading the landscape' entails making sense of what a riverscape looks like,

how it works, how it has evolved over time, and how alterations to one part of a catchment may

have secondary consequences elsewhere, over different timeframes. These place-based field

analyses are framed within their topographic, climatic and environmental context. Issues and

principles presented in the first part of this book provide foundational understandings that

underpin the approach to reading the landscape that is presented in the second half of the

book. In reading the landscape, detective-style investigations and interpretations are tied to

theoretical and conceptual principles to generate catchment-specific analyses of river

character, behaviour and evolution, including responses to human disturbance.”

The book by Kirstie A. Fryirs has a rating of  5 out of 3.8. 23 people have provided feedback.
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